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Fall Training Combats Avoidable Fatalities 

 LJB Inc.’s Kramer to Present Solutions at NPRA 2009 National Safety Conference

Fall Protection Training – Get What You Need

DAYTON, OH – May 4, 2009 – There’s a paradox in the world of safety. While personal fall protection equipment sales increased from 1995-2007, fatalities due to falls increased about 30 percent, according to the Bureau of Labor and Statistics. At the National Petrochemical & Refiners Association (NPRA) 2009 National Safety Conference, Thomas Kramer, a principal in LJB Inc.’s safety division, will reveal how organizations can reverse this dangerous trend.

Kramer will present “Fall Protection Training: Get What You Need” on May 12, 2009, from 1:30 – 3 p.m. and 3:30 – 5 p.m. at the upcoming NPRA 2009 National Safety Conference. The conference will be at the Gaylord Texan Resort and Convention Center in Grapevine, TX, May 12-13.

Kramer will discuss why fatalities due to falls increased during the same time period when the sale of personal protective equipment for fall protection doubled. “Strapping on a harness is far less intuitive than simply sliding on a pair of steel toed shoes,” said Kramer. “Harnesses are not always the only fall protection solution. Lack of proper usage due to inadequate training can be a major factor in these statistics.”

To meet ever-changing OSHA regulations, safety professionals must focus on a variety of subjects, including proper equipment usage and risk assessments related to fall hazards. These issues and many more can be covered by thorough fall protection training. While some hazards can be addressed with guardrail, ladder modifications or aerial lifts, 20-30% often requires the use of personal protective equipment.  A properly developed and presented fall protection training course can provide employees with the skills to identify the appropriate applications of each hazard abatement method.
“The three most common pitfalls for fall protection are to not do anything, to solve the wrong problem or to employ the wrong solution,” said Kramer. “There are specific actions that companies can take that can help dramatically diminish these problems and reduce fatalities in the workplace. Fall protection training is one of the most critical actions.”

A safety professional at GE Aviation has experienced LJB’s capability for delivering fall protection training first hand. He said, “While it seems that many training programs are highly focused on regulatory requirements and equipment, the training provided by the LJB team truly centered on identifying and abating our specific fall hazards.”
Presenter:

Thomas E. Kramer, P.E., C.S.P.

Principal, LJB Inc.

Thomas Kramer is a registered professional engineer and a certified safety professional with 14 years of experience. He is a principal in LJB Inc.’s safety division. He specializes in the assessment and design of fall protection systems, and he designs structural and safety modifications for clients renovating their facilities. Kramer is a member of the ANSI Z359 Committee and chairs the subcommittee that develops standards for the design of active fall protection systems (ANSI Z359.6). He is also a member of AIHA, ASSE and NSC. He holds an M.B.A. from Miami University in management and an M.S. and B.S. in civil engineering from the University of Cincinnati.

Editor’s Note:

To schedule an editorial briefing with an LJB Inc. representative, contact either Kim Messer or Pam Gilchrist (see contact information above).

About LJB Inc.

LJB Inc. provides innovative facility and infrastructure design solutions for public and private sector clients. LJB’s 40-year history is rich with innovations – such as Safety by Design®, proprietary tilt-up construction methods and unique applications of fiber reinforced polymers. LJB Inc. has consistently ranked in Engineering News Record’s Top 500 Design Firms for more than a decade. The firm works throughout the United States, as well as in Canada, Mexico, Puerto Rico and South America. LJB has Ohio offices in Cleveland, Dayton and Lima, as well as offices in Michigan and Missouri. For more information about LJB Inc., please visit LJBinc.com.
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